The tellurium atom in the title bis-ethynyl telluride, Te(C 9 H 7 ) 2 or C 18 H 14 Te, is located on a crystallographic twofold axis, the C-Te-C angle being 92.23 (15) . The dihedral angle between the rings is 87.27 (7)
. In the crystal structure, molecules are connected in chains parallel to the b axis and mediated by C-HÁ Á Á interactions.
Related literature
For the synthesis of bis-ethynyl tellurides, see: Gedridge et al. (1992) ; Engman & Stern (1993) . For background to the motivation of studies into tellurium chemistry, see : Petragnani & Stefani (2007) ; Zukerman-Schpector et al. (2008) . For related structures, see: Jones & Ruthe (2006) . For searching the Cambridge Structural Database, see : Bruno et al. (2002) . For background to TeÁ Á Á interactions, see : Tiekink & Zukerman-Schpector (2009); Zukerman-Schpector & Haiduc (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg is the centroid of the C3-C8 ring. (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) . 
To a stirred solution of 1-ethynyl-4-methylbenzene (0.35 g, 3.0 mmol) in THF (10 ml), n-BuLi (1.2 ml, 2.5 M, 3.0 mmol) was added dropwise at 195 K. After 20 min., freshly crushed tellurium powder (0.38 g, 3.0 mmol) was added in one lot while a stream of argon was passed through the open flask. The cooling bath was then removed to bring the reaction medium to room temperature. When almost all the tellurium was consumed, the reaction mixture was again cooled to 195 K. Then a solution of bromine (0.48 g, 3.0 mmol) in dry benzene (5 ml) was added dropwise, and stirring was continued for 15 min.
The reaction mixture was hydrolyzed at 195 K by addition of water (5 ml). Dilution with water (20 ml) at room temperature, extraction with dichloromethane (2 x 15 ml), drying (MgSO 4 ), and flash chromatography (1/4 dichloromethane/hexane) afforded 0.90 g (62% yield) of the title compound as yellow crystals, m.pt. 400-401 K.
Refinement
The H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.95-0.98 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing atom labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level (arbitrary spheres for the H atoms). Symmetry operation i: -x, y, 3/2-z. 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg is the centroid of the C3-C8 ring. 
